[Reintervention on heart valve prostheses. Apropos of 78 cases].
78 patients with one or more prosthetic heart valves were reoperated on between 1972 and 1978, and comprised 12% of the work load of valvular surgery. There were two postoperative periods in which the incidence of reoperation was high: the first year, 38%, and the period between the 5th and the 8th year, 41%. The main causes of reoperation could be divided into two groups: those common to all valves with paravalvular leaks (25%), endocarditis (12%) being the principal causes, and those associated with particular valves: deterioration of Beall prosthesis 33%, and thrombosis mainly affecting the Bjork and Beall prostheses (25%). The operative mortality was 12%. The fact that urgent operation is required in severe cases is underlined. In the light of these results, the surgical indications of reoperation should be discussed at an earlier stage. These indications are based essentially on the clinical condition of the patient and objective confirmation by further investigation should not delay the operation, which, in our experience, has never been unnecessary.